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doubt.    Carrier himself made a show of great personal purity,
and caused the arrest of all the known prostitutes of the city,
of whom eighty-three are said to have been drowned in one
" noyade."    These horrors were bound to defeat their object,
to make the Republic loathed instead of merely feared, so the
Great Committee decided to send young Jullien of Paris to
Nantes   to   report  on  the   conduct  of   Carrier.     His  first
report, dated 2 Pluvi6se, Year II. (January 21, 1794), deserves
quotation as showing how the atrocities of Carrier  showed
themselves to a young man who had lived during the Terror
in Paris, and thoroughly understood what Billaud-Varenne and
Collot d'Herbois meant by Terror: " The combination of three
plagues, war,  pestilence, and famine, threatens Nantes.     A
crowd of royalist soldiers have been shot, not far from the
city, and the heaped-up masses of corpses, joined with the
pestilential exhalations of the Loire, which is entirely polluted
with blood, have corrupted the air.    Some national guaids
have been sent from Nantes by Carrier to bury the dead, but
nevertheless two thousand persons have died in less than two
months of a contagious disease.    The mouth of the Loire has
been quite blocked up, which prevents food from arriving, and
the city is prey to most horrible famine."    On 15 Pluviose he
wrote again to the Great Committee from Angers . " The war
in La Vendee is beginning again.    Montaigu has been taken,
and the Committee of Public Safety is being deceived. . . .
Carrier has had it spread abroad that he is sick and in the
country, but all the time he is well and in Nantes, neglecting
his work and living surrounded by women and sycophants with
epaulets (epauletiers flagorneurs), who form his seraglio and
court."    On the following day from Tours, Jullien sent an
elaborate review of Carrier's evil deeds: " Carrier is invisible
to all the patriots, he gives it out that he is ill in the country,
while he is really well and living in a seraglio, surrounded by
insolent sultanas  and things  with   epaulets   acting  as his
eunuchs. ... He has, indeed, crushed the bourgeois, but since
that time he has made Terror the order of the day against
the patriots themselves. ... He glories in his noyades, and